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Salinas River Watershed
ArundoEradicationPrograms

Z California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA)
Noxious Weeds Grant Program

Z Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCYS)
Regional Conservation Partnership Program

Z Resource Conservation District of Monterey County
(RCDMC), Camp Roberts, San Luis Obispo County
Agricultural Commissioner




SalinaRiver

A SanLuisObispo
County

Monterey County

Landuseand
demographics

Watershed
Action Plan, 2004




Arundodonaxz Glant Reed

Z First introducedoy Spaniskcoloniststo Californiain the
early 1800s foconstruction material and erosiocontrol
In drainage canals

ZUS Army Corps of Engineers originally planted the species
In the 1940s foBalinas riveibankstabilization

Z1n 2011, the California Invasive Plant Council determined
that the Salinas River watershed had the secdadjest
Infestation ofArundoin California




IDENTIFICATION




Common Reed, Wild Rye
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A Resembles bamboo aorn,

A Perennial
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Glant Reed vs Common Reed

Arundodonax Phragmitesaustralis
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Removal

Z Privately owned land

Z Permit assistance

Z Biological monitoring

Z Mechanical removal and disposal

Z Herbicide application
Z Follow up treatments




Salinas River Arundo Control Progran
Progress and Lessons Learned

Paul Robins, Executive Director
(lifted from) Emily Zefferman, PhD Ecologist

Resource Conservation District of Monterey County

RCE MC

February 19, 2021




ABackground on Salinas River
AHistory of Arundo Control Program

AProgram approach and methods

AProgress tedate
ALessons learned

AQuestions
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CALIFORNIA

A 175 miles long, 92
miles in Monterey
County

AFlows south>
north, underground

AAltered hydrology:
reservoir releases in
summer months
lead to increased
vegetation growth




Salinas River:
Arundodonaxinvasion

APlanted for erosion control,
bank stabilization

ACallPC mappedrundoin
Salinas River watershed In
2011: 1470 infested acres

ARapid recovery and expansigf
since end of drought *




Salinas River: Arundo impacts

Increased flood risk
Poor quality habitat

rundo high water use
Increased impacts of
drought




Salinas River Arundo Control Program: History

Program History

AMonterey County Agricultural Commissioner began program, sprayed
scattered patches addrundoand tamarisk in southern part of county
iIn 2008 and 2009

A2011-2014, RCD of Monterey County developed lssgale program
with consultant Jason Giessof@gndra Inc.)

AProgram permits
ACEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration
ACDFW Streambed Alteration Agreement (1600)
AUSFWS Technical Assistance Letter
ANOAA/NMFS Technical Assistance Letter
ASWRCB NPDES permit
AACOE consultation



Salinas River Arundo Control Program: Funding

Grants and other Funding “ PROP 1
Awildlife Conservation Board “W(CB XA~
A $1.1 million, 2014019, Habitat Conservation Fund Sate ol Galifomnia, G ae 3014
A ~150 acres ildlife Conservation Boar
A $3.3 million, 201021, Prop 1 Streamflow Enhancement Program USDA
A ~350 acres = 0 N RCS
A $2.9 million, 2012023, Prop 1 Streamflow Enhancement Program :
_ U.S. Department of Agriculture
A ~275 acres ] ] Natural Resources Conservation Service
AUSDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
A $1.8 million, 2018023, Regional Conservation Partnership Program Cdfa
A California Dept. of Food and Agriculture Rl
A $60,000, 20122020, Noxious Weed Grant Program bl

AMonterey County Agricultural Commissioner
A >$400,000, 20142020

A Costshare agreements private and public
A $150,000, 2012024




Salinas River Arundo Control Program: Permissi

Landowner Agreements

A~350 parcels adjacent to or intersecting
Salinas River

AMostly private agricultural land, often
farmed by tenant

A10 yearaccess agreements, per WCB
reguirements
AFirst five yearsRCD treatment

ALast five yeardandowner/tenant
treatment

A41 agreements signed




Salinas River Arundo Control Program: Strategy

AUpstream to
downstream
treatment

AMow large stands to
reduce biomass

ASmall standg spray
only

ATreat with herbicide
for multiple years
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Year 1 (fall)

Mow In







Initial herbicide treatment

Spray In Year 2 (summer/fall)
A Glyphosate (aquatic approved)




