
Community Meeting
August 06,  2020

• Partnership between: Upper Salinas – Las Tablas Resource Conservation District, San Luis Obispo 
County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, and United States Geological Survey





GOAL: To provide a better understanding of the groundwater conditions in 
the Adelaida area so that informed decisions can be made about managing
local water resources 









Preliminary



• April 2020 to March 2021





Nishikawa,  2013



• Precipitation, 
temperature, and 
natural recharge 
from 1895–2018 

• USGS Basin 
Characterization 
Model  (Flint and 
Flint, 2014)

Flint and Flint, 2014

Average Annual Precipitation (1895–2018)



1996 2014

Shift in crop type from fruits and nuts, and grain and hay crops, to vineyards

California Department of Water Resources, 2000 LandIQ, 2017



• Consolidated sedimentary 
rocks 
 Monterey Formation

• Alluvium along stream 
channels 
 May be source for 

groundwater recharge

County of San Luis Obispo, 2020



California Department of Water Resources, 2020



U.S. Geological Survey, 2020; R. Dienzo, San Luis Obispo County, written communication, 2019



U.S. Geological Survey, 2020; R. Dienzo, San Luis Obispo County, written communication, 2019



Decline in groundwater levels

Variable groundwater levels

Example hydrographs from a groundwater basin in southern California

U.S. Geological Survey, 2020

NAVD88 = North American Vertical Datum of 1988

NAVD88 = North American Vertical Datum of 1988

U.S. Geological Survey, 2020 (1964–2006); Western Heights Water Company, 
written communication, 2016 (2007–2014)



• Identify gaps in compiled data 
 Where are data lacking?
 What kind of data are lacking?
 Where and what type of new data should be collected?

• Propose specific work for future tasks
 New data collection, such as:

o Groundwater-level measurements
o Water-quality samples
o Streambed-infiltration estimates

 Hydrogeologic framework model



• Community outreach meeting – August 6, 2020

• Receive landowner data – August/September 2020

• USGS field visit – Fall 2020

• Finish data evaluation – December 2020

• Community outreach meeting – February/March 2021

• SLO County Board of Supervisors (BOS) Meeting – Spring 2021
Project web site will be kept updated during entire project



Engagement with stakeholders to 
provide local knowledge and data for 
the Adelaida Hydrology Study

Consent Forms:
Contact:  Devin Best, Executive Director
Upper Salinas – Las Tablas Resource Conservation District
admin@us-ltrcd.org
(805) 536-3196

mailto:devin@us-ltrcd.org


Opportunities to provide Information and Input:
 Join the County’s email lists to stay informed

 Attend the next Adelaida Community Meeting: USGS to present findings from 
Task 1

 Provide input to the SLO County Board of Supervisors Meeting

Aug. 6, 2020

Community 
Meeting

Feb/Mar 2021

USGS Findings/ 
Results 

Fall 2020

USGS Field Visit

Spring 2021

SLO County 
BOS Meeting



Sign up for our EMAIL LIST at:
https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/AdelaidaStudy

CONTACT: Devin Best, Executive Director

Upper Salinas – Las Tablas Resource Conservation District

devin@us-ltrcd.org

(805) 536-3196

https://www.slocounty.ca.gov/AdelaidaStudy
mailto:devin@us-ltrcd.org


https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/CADWRLandUseViewer/

https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-
Management/Wells/Well-Completion-Reports

http://opendata.slocounty.ca.gov/datasets/geology

https://doi.org/10.5066/F76T0JPB

https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/CADWRLandUseViewer/

https://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2013/5118/

https://doi.org/10.5066/F7P55KJN

https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/CADWRLandUseViewer/
https://water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Wells/Well-Completion-Reports
http://opendata.slocounty.ca.gov/datasets/geology
https://doi.org/10.5066/F76T0JPB
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/CADWRLandUseViewer/
https://pubs.usgs.gov/sir/2013/5118/
https://doi.org/10.5066/F7P55KJN
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